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ABSTRACT

Much emphasis has been put on understanding why different types of welfare arrangements are established. This is of crucial importance in countries that have yet to develop comprehensive welfare systems. In the literature on path dependence, reference to the importance of initial/antecedent conditions is very common. The literature also stresses that critical junctures present opportunities for path stasis or change. This paper uses path dependence theory, and aims to add to these by researching two former British colonies. It examines the various contexts that resulted in two different welfare system outcomes – political context (from an authoritarian system of governance to democracy), economic context (from plantation to service economies) and the social context (limited or no social policy towards formal and comprehensive social policy frameworks). It is argued that while initial conditions do matter, institutional factors impacted on state legitimacy, which then went on to impact the institutional responsibilities in the production of welfare. The level of state legitimacy that resulted either undermined or facilitated the development of the countries as actual or potential welfare states or situations of informal security. 

